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Class Notes items listed were received between
October 2, 2003, and March 31, 2004.
Information received after March 31 will appear
in the next issue of the Advocate.
1940s
Carl E. Sanders (1948) of Atlanta, GA, was fea-
tured in an article by The Chi Phi Chakett in the
winter/spring 2003 issue.
1950s
Clarence D. Blount (1950) of Waycross, GA,
has taken senior judge status after 24 years of
judicial service in the Waycross Judicial Circuit.
William H. Jordan (1952) of Dunwoody, GA,
rejoined the law firm of Alston & Bird, LLP, as a
partner in the firm’s Atlanta and Washington,
D.C., offices. Jule W. Felton (1953) of Atlanta,
GA, was elected chairman of the board of the
State Department of Community Affairs for
2004. Norman S. Fletcher (1958) of Atlanta,
GA, received one of three EPIC Inspiration
Awards presented by the Emory Public Interest
Committee on February 3 in recognition of his
demonstrated commitment to public interest.
Also, Fletcher was named one of the 100 Most
Influential Georgians in Georgia Trend’s January
issue.
1960s
Gary B. Blasingame (1961) of Athens, GA, was
one of five attorneys in the firm of Blasingame,
Burch, Garrard, Bryant & Ashley, PC, voted by
their peers as “super lawyers” by Atlanta
Magazine. Terrell W. Benton (1963) of Athens,
GA, joined the law firm of Hall, Booth, Smith
& Slover, PC, as a partner and has opened the
firm’s Athens office on North Milledge Avenue.
James H. Blanchard (1965) of Columbus, GA,
was named one of the 100 Most Influential
Georgians in Georgia Trend’s January issue. A.
Felton Jenkins Jr. (1965) of Madison, GA, was
honored by the Georgia Justice Project for his
dedicated work on behalf of the GJP. Frederick
E. Cooper (1967) of Atlanta, GA, was appoint-
ed by President George W. Bush to chair the
Host Committee for the 2004 G-8 Summit to
be held on Sea Island in June. George H.
Rountree (1967) of St. Simons, GA, was
appointed judge of Glynn County Juvenile
Court. E. Davison Burch (1968) of Athens,
GA, was one of five attorneys in the firm of
Blasingame, Burch, Garrard, Bryant & Ashley,
PC, voted by their peers as “super lawyers” by
Atlanta Magazine. 
1970-1974
Milner S. Ball (1971) of Athens, GA, received
the Lifetime Achievement Award from Hamline
University School of Law’s Journal of Law and
Religion. Henry G. Garrard (1971) of Athens,
GA, was one of five attorneys in the firm of
Blasingame, Burch, Garrard, Bryant & Ashley,
PC, voted by their peers as “super lawyers” by
Atlanta Magazine. Thomas C. Dearing (1972)
of Jacksonville, FL, joined the Jacksonville office
of the law firm of Fowler White Boggs Banker,
PA, as a managing shareholder. J. Robert
Persons (1972) of Atlanta, GA, was made a
partner with the law firm of Carter & Ansley,
LLP. Malcolm C. McArthur (1973) of Athens,
GA, has associated with the law firm of Hall,
Booth, Smith & Slover, PC. Jesse G. Bowles III
(1974) of Cuthbert, GA, has become a fellow of
the American College of Trial Lawyers. J. Bryan
Durham Jr. (1974) of Rome, GA, was appoint-
ed judge of the Rome Circuit Superior Court. 
1975-1979
Paul S. Dempsey (1975) of Montreal, Quebec,
is now the Tomlinson professor of global gover-
nance in air and space law as well as the director
of the Institute of Air & Space Law at McGill
University. Kathleen Horne (1976) of
Savannah, GA, was invited to become a fellow
of the American College of Bankruptcy Lawyers.
Michael S. Heath (1977) of Athens, GA, was
one of five attorneys in the firm of Blasingame,
Burch, Garrard, Bryant & Ashley, PC, voted by
their peers as “super lawyers” by Atlanta
Magazine. Andrew J. Hill (1977) of Athens,
GA, was one of five attorneys in the firm of
Blasingame, Burch, Garrard, Bryant & Ashley,
PC, voted by their peers as “super lawyers” by
Atlanta Magazine. B. Michael Mears (1977) of
Decatur, GA, was named executive director of
the Georgia Public Defender Standards Council.
James M. Skipper (1977) of Americus, GA, was
named one of the 100 Most Influential
Georgians in Georgia Trend’s January issue.
Theodore W. Kassinger (1978) of Chevy
Chase, MD, has been nominated by President
George W. Bush to serve as deputy secretary of
the U.S. Department of Commerce. T.
Randolph Merrill (1978) of Atlanta, GA, is
senior vice president for CB Richard Ellis, Co.,
and the company’s offices have moved to 3348
Peachtree Road, NE. Jane F. Thorpe (1979) of
Atlanta, GA, was featured in an article in the
Atlanta Journal-Constitution in March 2004.
Robert A. Whitlow (1979) of Charlotte, NC,
was featured in an article in the The Augusta
Chronicle. Publisher’s Weekly has dubbed him
“the John Grisham of the Christian (fiction)
market.” He has published four Christian legal
fiction novels and is working on his fifth. 
1980-1984
J. Thomas Morgan III (1980) of Decatur, GA,
joined the Atlanta office of Balch & Bingham,
LLP, as a partner and is an adjunct professor at
Georgia State University College of Law teach-
ing criminal procedure. Also, he was named one
of the 100 Most Influential Georgians in
Georgia Trend’s January issue. Joseph E. Robling
(1980) of Norcross, GA, joined the law firm of
McCalla, Raymer, Padrick, Cobb, Nichols &
Clark, LLC. Barry W. Burt (1981) of Atlanta,
GA, joined the legal department of Inovis, Inc.,
as in-house counsel. Kenneth A. Gallo (1982)
of Chevy Chase, MD, joined the Washington,
D.C., office of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton &
Garrison as a partner. Doris L. “Dee” Downs
(1981) of Atlanta, GA, was elected chief judge of
the Fulton County
Superior Court. Elizabeth
W. Fleming (1981) of St.
Louis, MO, joined the
Boeing Company as litiga-
tion counsel. T. Troy
McClelland III (1982) of
Cumming, GA, was
appointed judge of the
Forsyth County State Court. Theodore E.G.
Pound (1982) of Atlanta, GA, joined the law
firm of Mayfield, Commander & Pound, LLC,
as a name partner. Shelley D. Rucker (1982) of
Hixson, TN, was elected a fellow of the
Tennessee Bar Foundation. Charles W. Snyder
(1982) of Savannah, GA, relocated his office to
213 East 38th Street. Mark F. Taylor (1982) of
Albany, GA, announced his marriage to Sacha
Adele Wilbanks on Dec. 19, 2003, in the West
Indies. Also, he was named one of the 100 Most
Influential Georgians in Georgia Trend’s January
issue. J. Randolph Evans (1983) of Atlanta,
GA, joined the law firm of McKenna Long &
Aldridge as a partner. Laurie A. Fowler (1983)
of Athens, GA, was appointed a member of Gov.
Perdue’s Advisory Council of the Georgia Land
Conservation Partnership. Russell A. Tolley
(1983) of Animas, NM, was featured in an arti-
cle in the Fulton County Daily Report on July 28,
2003. Dorinda G.
Dallmeyer (1984) of
Danielsville, GA, was the
“oldest living Georgette” at
UGA’s Homecoming on
Oct. 25, 2003, when she
appeared on the field to
perform in the Alumni
Redcoat Band’s pre-game
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show. Michael C. Daniel (1984) of Athens,
GA, was appointed by Gov. Perdue to the State
Board of Technical and Adult Education.
1985-1989
Allen Buckley (1985) of
Mableton, GA, announced
his candidacy for the U.S.
Senate (www.BuckleyFor
Senate.org). Leslie J.
Cardin (1985) of St.
Simons Island, GA, has
associated with the
Brunswick office of Drew,
Eckl & Farnham. Michael L. Chidester (1985)
of Byron, GA, was elected to the Byron City
Council then elected mayor pro-tem by his fel-
low councilmen. He was the first recipient of the
annual Hal Peavy Community Service Award for
his service in promotion of Peach County, GA.
William T. Cornwell III (1985) of Austin, TX,
has been appointed chief executive officer of the
Texas Housing Finance Corporation. Steven M.
Goldman (1985) of Bethesda, MD, is senior
vice president and associate general counsel with
Marriott International, Inc., and has been
named a corporate officer. He has also been
elected chair of the ABA Forum on Franchising
for 2003-05. W. Steven Harrell (1985) of
Jeffersonville, GA, published his second novel,
The Rifle Captain. Keith W. Mason (1985) of
Duluth, GA, was named one of the 100 Most
Influential Georgians in Georgia Trend’s January
issue. B.J. Bernstein (1987) of Atlanta, GA,
announced the relocation of her office to 621
North Ave., NE, and the changing of the name
of her firm to The Bernstein Firm. Also, she was
selected as one of the 10 lawyers sent to
Germany by the Jewish Association for the
anniversary of the Nuremberg Trials. Mary Ann
Jenkins (1987) of Dallas, TX, has been named
senior counsel for Bank One Law. Stephanie
Yancey Hunter (1988) of Columbus, GA,
announced she no longer works at Synovus
Financial Corporation but is enjoying being a
stay-at-home mom. Steve C. Jones (1988) of
Athens, GA, was named Legal Professional of
the Year by the Association of Legal Professionals
during the group’s Fifth Annual Awards and
Installation Banquet in September 2003. Susan
S. Lanigan (1988) of Hendersonville, TN, has
been named senior vice president, general coun-
sel and corporate secretary of Dollar General
Corporation. Marianne Maher (1988) of
Atlanta, GA, joined the law firm of Nelson
Mullins Riley & Scarborough, LLP, as a partner.
John R. Schneider (1988) of Marietta, GA,
joined the Atlanta office of Hunton & Williams
as a partner. Susan R. Sorrow (1988) of
Chicago, IL, joined the law firm of John
Duncan & Associates as executive counsel. She
also announced the birth of her first grandchild,
Patrick, on March 17, 2004. Kevin J. Bahr
(1989) of Atlanta, GA, formed the law firm of
Mason, Harris & Bahr, LLP. Katherine M.
Mason (1989) of St. Marys, GA, opened her
own law firm, Katherine Morgan Mason, PC, in
Kingsland, GA. Priti Suri (LL.M. 1989) of New
Delhi, India, opened her own law firm, Priti
Suri & Associates. W. Scott Mayfield (1989) of
Atlanta, GA, formed the law firm of Mayfield,
Commander & Pound, LLC. Douglas D. Selph
(1989) of Atlanta, GA, joined Morris, Manning
& Martin, LLP, as of counsel and is chair-elect
of the Real Property Law Section of the State
Bar of Georgia. 
1990-1994
Brad A. Baldwin (1991) of Duluth, GA, made
partner with the law firm of Powell, Goldstein,
Frazer & Murphy, LLP. Christopher W. House
III (1991) of Atlanta, GA, joined the Argonne
Capital Group, LLC, as a managing director. A.
Spencer McManes Jr. (1991) of Alpharetta,
GA, opened his own firm, A. Spencer McManes,
Jr., PC. Michelle Vaughan (1991) of Blairsville,
GA, received the Public Service Award at the
Fourth Annual Child Placement Conference for
her outstanding contribution to the Georgia fos-
ter care and juvenile justice systems. Robert G.
Drummer (1992) of Dumfries, VA, opened his
own law firm, Drummer & Associates, LLC. C.
Morris Mullin (1992) of Columbus, GA,
formed the law firm of Morgan & Mullin, PC.
Nicholas J. Pieschel (1992) of Alpharetta, GA,
made name partner at Dreger Coyle McClelland
Bergman & Pieschel LLC.
Thomas C. Rawlings
(1992) of Tennille, GA,
announced his candidacy
for the Georgia Court of
Appeals. Paul J. Coburn
(1993) of Atlanta, GA, has
associated with the law firm
of Levine & Smith, LLC.
Patrick J. Fetter (1993) of Brunswick, GA,
joined the Federal Law Enforcement Training
Center in Glynco, GA. Edward C. Henderson
(1993) of Decatur, GA, formed the law firm of
Schklar, Wright & Henderson, LLC, in Atlanta.
Joseph C. Sharp (1993) of Dunwoody, GA,
joined the firm of Ashe, Rafuse & Hill, LLP.
Anthony E. Waller (1993) of Athens, GA, and
Kristin C.M. Waller (2003) announced their
marriage on May 24, 2003, in Santa Claus, IN.
J. Michael Wiggins (1993) of Arlington, VA,
was appointed deputy associate attorney general
in the U.S. Department of Justice. Jennifer G.
Ammons (1994) of Covington, GA, was
appointed general counsel of the Georgia
Department of Motor Vehicle Safety. Derek V.
Dooley (1994) of Baton Rouge, LA, was pro-
moted to the Louisiana State University Tigers’
running backs coach and special teams coordina-
tor in his fourth year as an LSU assistant coach.
Stephen F. Humphreys (1994) of Athens, GA,
taught a seminar on law of the Internet at the
Universidad de La Habana in Cuba in October
2003. 
1995-1999
Tanya A. Eades (1995) of Suwanee, GA, has
opened her own law firm, Tanya Andrews Eades,
PC. David S. Herndon (1995) of Moultrie,
GA, was featured in an article about the renova-
tion of a mule barn as his home in the August
2003 issue of Southern
Living. Timothy W.
Wilson (1995) of Rocky
Mount, NC, was made a
partner with the law firm
of Poyner & Spruill. Tracy
L. Carson (1996) of Silver
Springs, MD, left the
White House Office of
National AIDS Policy, where she was the deputy
director of legislation and policy, to join the new
Office of the U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator at
the Department of State. She also celebrated
with her husband Rod the first birthday of their
son, Jack. Kevin R. Christopher (1996) of
Jefferson, GA, opened his own law firm, Kevin
R. Christopher, PC.
Marisol Salazar-Cisneros
(LL.M. 1996) of Miami,
FL, has her own law firm
specializing in immigration
law. She and her husband
Angel celebrated the birth
of their son, Angel Gabriel,
in July 2003. C. Celeste
Creswell (1996) of Atlanta, GA, has associated
with the law firm of Wargo & French, LLP.
Jason J. Deal (1996) of Clermont, GA, was
named the 2003 Distinguished Young Alumni
by Furman University. Jeanine L. Gibbs (1996)
of Atlanta, GA, has associ-
ated with the law firm of
Wargo & French, LLP.
David G. Gruskin (1996)
of Duluth, GA, celebrated
with his wife Ashley the
birth of their third son,
Tyler “Ty” Higgins, on
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Dec. 22, 2003. Kim E. Moses (1996) of Dallas,
TX, has associated with the firm of Gardere
Wynne Sewell LLP. Amelia “Amie” M. Willis
(1996) of Smyrna, GA, announced her marriage
to Michael Willis on Feb. 28, 2004. She contin-
ues to practice with Jackson Lewis, LLP, in
Atlanta, GA. Triece G. Ziblut (1996) (photo
appears in next column) of Savannah, GA, made
partner with the law firm
of Hunter MacLean. R.
Daniel Brunson (1997) of
Alpharetta, GA, has associ-
ated with the law firm of
Cruser & Mitchell, LLP.
Dena W. Gardner (1997)
of Richmond Hill, GA,
opened her own law firm, Dena W. Gardner,
P.C. Jon R. Selby Hawk (1997) of Macon, GA,
celebrated with his wife Karen the birth of their
daughter, Anna Elisabeth McRae, on Sept.13,
2003. Also, he made partner with the law firm
of Sell & Melton, LLP. Katherine V. Hung
(1997) of Decatur, GA, announced she is no
longer practicing law but is happily operating
her own stationary business out of her home.
Mona P. Marz (LL.M. 1997) of Atlanta, GA,
joined the Atlanta office of the law firm of Jones
Day. Ian N. Matthes (1997) of Roswell, GA,
joined AIG, PLC, in their corporate litigation
department. Lisbeth B. Revill (1997) of Los
Angeles, CA, has associated
with the law firm of Shaub,
Williams & Nunziato, LLP.
Tilman E. (Trip) Self III
(1997) of Macon, GA, cel-
ebrated with his wife
Carlen the birth of their
daughter, Walker Manning,
on March 5, 2004. C.
Andrew Childers (1998) of Decatur, GA, relo-
cated his firm, Childers, Buck & Schlueter, LLP,
to 260 Peachtree Street, Suite 1601, Atlanta,
GA. Jeanna G. Fennell (1998) of Macon, GA,
made partner with the law firm of Anderson,
Walker & Reichert, LLP. Eric J. Fisher (1998)
of Atlanta, GA, opened
Colbert/Ball Tax Service in
Gainesville, GA. Sean L.
Hynes (1998) of Marietta,
GA, made partner with the
law firm of Downey &
Cleveland, LLP. John E.
Jones Jr. (1998) of
Smyrna, GA, has associated
with the law firm of Drew, Eckl & Farnham,
LLP. R. Wesley Kelley (1998) of Atlanta, GA,
has associated with the law firm of Drew, Eckl
& Farnham, LLP. Anthony D. Lehman (1998)
of Atlanta, GA, has associated with the law firm
of Hunton & Williams, LLP. Stephen K. Marsh
(1998) of Evans, GA, joined the U.S. Attorney’s
Office for the Southern District of Georgia,
Augusta Division. J. Matthew Martin (1998) of
Chattanooga, TN, celebrated with his wife
Catherine the birth of their daughter, Sophia
Claire, on Dec. 30, 2003. Lance P. McMillian
(1998) and Carla W. McMillian (1998) of
Tyrone, GA, celebrated the birth of their son,
James, on Oct.10, 2003. Also, Carla has associ-
ated with the law firm of Sutherland, Asbill &
Brennan. Angela D. Nettles (1998) of St.
Petersburg, FL, joined Cetergy, Inc. Elliot D.
Tiller (1998) of Lilburn, GA, has associated
with the law firm of Goodman, McGuffey,
Class Notes
Kristin Rigby Connor: 
Fighting for a Cause
Cancer changed Kristin R. Connor’s
(J.D.’94) life forever. 
Connor’s two-year-old son, Brandon,
was diagnosed at birth with a form of
cancer called neuroblastoma. Doctors
advised the family to wait before
attempting a risky excision of the tumor
on his spine or beginning chemotherapy.
However, two years later and on the eve
of risky surgery, doctors discovered the
tumor had vanished on its own, stunning
the medical community worldwide. The
miracle not only left Connor with a viva-
cious toddler, it also gave her a new pur-
pose in life. 
After conducting basic research to learn about current initiatives in pediatric can-
cer, Connor was disappointed by the lack of information available. Even though
cancer is the leading cause of death by disease in children, she quickly realized it
does not attract adequate research funding or attention. 
In an effort to better understand the overwhelming lack of commitment to pedi-
atric cancer research, she contacted the nation’s foremost cancer authority, the
American Cancer Society. Little did she know her simple query would turn into
meetings with ACS bigwigs such as the foundation’s president and national chair-
man of the board.
“Children don’t vote and they don’t write checks. So, who is in Washington lobby-
ing for pediatric cancer research? No one,” she said. “We all struggle with how we
can make a difference in this world, and advocating on behalf of children with this
disease is my passion.” 
After hearing Connor’s proposals, the ACS quickly set to work. She is currently in
discussions with the ACS about test-piloting fund-raising events to determine what
would be most effective for a campaign benefiting children. At the end of this
process, they ultimately hope to create a new event synonymous with pediatric
cancer that will raise money for curative research.
Connor feels she would not be nearly as successful in her quest without her legal
education. “Georgia Law trained me to be an advocate, and this has helped me
know how to approach groups like the ACS and the medical community,” she said.
“It is so fulfilling to be able to use [my] advocacy skills to really make a difference
in an area I feel so passionately about.”
She hopes both the law school community as well as the entire university commu-
nity will support her initiative once it is underway. “I don’t know what it will even-
tually look like, but I am hopeful that I will have the opportunity to do something
big,” she said. “Our children deserve no less.”
~Brittany Cox
A miracle changed the lives of Kristin
Connor (J.D.’94) and her toddler,
Brandon, forever.
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Lindsey & Johnson, LLP. Angela S. Blackwell
(1999) of Atlanta, GA, has associated with the
law firm of Ashe, Rafuse & Hill, LLP. Tria A.
Daniels (1999) of Gainesville, GA, formed the
firm of Daniels & Moore, LLC. Anna Watkins
Davis (1999) of Brussels, Belgium, announced
her marriage to Harold R. Davis (2000). Teresa
Smith Doepke (1999) of Conyers, GA,
announced her marriage to Erik T. Doepke on
Oct. 11, 2003. William P. Jones (1999) of
Atlanta, GA, has associated with the law firm of
Carlock, Copeland, Semler & Stair, LLP. Amy
B. Loggins (1999) of Decatur, GA, joined
Crawford & Company in Atlanta as corporate
counsel. John H. Longwell (1999) of Atlanta,
GA, was chosen for a clerkship with U.S.
Supreme Court Associate Justice Stephen G.
Breyer starting in October 2005. Scott A.
Randolph (1999) of Tallahassee, FL, joined the
Legal Environmental Assistance Foundation.
Autumn L. Rierson (1999) of Charlotte, NC,
joined Preservation North Carolina as director of
the Southwest office and general counsel. She
also teaches at the University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill in the
Department of City and
Regional Planning. Jeffrey
E. Robertson (1999) of
Smyrna, GA, celebrated
with his wife Wendy
Houser Robertson (1999)
the birth of their daughter,
Delaney, on Nov. 26,
2003. Also, he has associated with the law firm
of Troutman Sanders, LLP, in the labor and
employment group. J. Brook Savage (1999) of
Atlanta, GA, has associated with the law firm of
Holland & Knight. Glenn A. Spencer (1999) of
Greensboro, GA, has associated with the law
firm of Blasingame, Burch, Garrard, Bryant &
Ashley, PC, in the Greensboro office. B. Rachel
Spitz (1999) of Washington, D.C., has associat-
ed with the law firm of Epstein, Becker &
Green, PC. Diane A. Todd (1999) of Jefferson,
GA, was named director of risk management at
Athens Regional Medical Center in Athens, GA.
2000s
Sean C. Callahan (2000) of New York, NY, has
associated with the law firm of Riker, Danzig,
Scherer, Hyland & Perretti, LLP. Laurisa M.
Curran (2000) of Atlanta, GA, joined the
American Cancer Society, Inc. Harold R. Davis
(2000) of Brussels, Belgium, announced his
marriage to Anna E. Watkins (1999). Nicole L.
Day (2000) of Atlanta, GA, has associated with
the law firm Wargo & French, LLP. Joseph S.
Habachy (2000) of Atlanta, GA, announced his
marriage to Leslie
Elizabeth Habachy on
Aug. 2, 2003. Joshua P.
Jones (2000) of
Gainesville, VA, joined the
U.S. Department of
Justice. R. Lawton Jordan
(2000) of Atlanta, GA,
announced his marriage to
Jennifer Auer (2001) on Jan. 17, 2004. Jin H.
Kim (2000) of Alpharetta, GA, opened his own
law firm, The Kim Firm,
LLC, in Roswell and will
specialize in real estate mat-
ters. Lisa H. Lemke
(2000) of Atlanta, GA, was
named recruiting director
of the Atlanta office of
Counsel On Call. Aaron
W. Lipson (2000) of
Decatur, GA, joined the U.S. Securities &
Exchange Commission in Atlanta, GA, as a staff
attorney in the division of enforcement. Brian
C. Meadows (2000) of Atlanta, GA, was named
chair-elect of the board of the American
Chemical Society’s Division of Chemistry and
the Law for 2004. In addition to serving on the
board, he was elected as the new program chair.
Stephen C. Moss (2000) of Alexandria, VA,
joined CACI Dynamic Systems. Misty L.
Peterson (2000) of Atlanta, GA, has associated
with the law firm of Zirkle & Hoffman, LLP.
Ryan M. Reid (2000) of Gainesville, GA, has
associated with the law firm of Carey, Jarred &
Walker, LLP. Kristen E. Richbourg (2000) of
Atlanta, GA, has associated with the law firm of
Bovis, Kyle & Burch. Rebecca N. Sullivan
(2000) of Lilburn, GA, was named policy advi-
sor for the Office of the Governor of the State of
Georgia. Julie M. Wade (2000) of Boston, MA,
celebrated with her husband Andrew the birth of
their son, Henry Allen, on Nov. 18, 2003.
Angie M. Walton (2000) of Athens, GA,
opened her own law firm. Eleanor M. Attwood
(2001) of Atlanta, GA, has associated with the
law firm of Parks, Chesin & Walbert, PC.
Carolyn C. Burch (2001) of Atlanta, GA, has
associated with the firm of Swift & Currie,
McGhee & Heirs, LLP. Gregory D. Carter Jr.
(2001) of Arlington, VA, joined CACI Dynamic
Systems. John A. Eggers (2001) of Mableton,
GA, has associated with the law firm of Darrell
L. Burrow, PC. Steven D. Henry (2001) of
Atlanta, GA, has associated with the law firm of
Womble, Carlyle, Sandridge & Rice, PLLC.
Jennifer Auer Jordan (2001) of Atlanta, GA,
announced her marriage to R. Lawton Jordan
(2000) on Jan. 17, 2004. Jonathan D. Loegel
(2001) of Atlanta, GA, has associated with law
firm of Parks, Chesin & Walbert, PC. Spalding
M. Nix (2001) of Atlanta, GA, opened a fine art
gallery in September 2003 that specializes in
17th and 18th century Old Master paintings.
Valerie E. Pinkett (2001) of Athens, GA, has
associated with the law firm of Swift, Currie,
McGhee & Hiers, LLP. Charles Whitney
(2001) of Milan, Italy, joined the Milan office of
Norton Rose. Temika J. Williams (2001) of
Atlanta, GA, joined the DeKalb County Child
Advocate Center. A. Bryan Baer (2002) of
Atlanta, GA, has associated with the law firm of
Nelson, Mullins Riley & Scarborough, LLP.
Ramona M. Bartos (2002) of Rincon, GA, has
associated with the Carellas Law Firm in
Rincon, GA. Richard G. Douglass (2002) of
Bishop, GA, has associated with the law firm of
Fortson, Bentley and Griffin, PA. James C.
Driver (2002) of Atlanta, GA, has associated
with the law firm of Ashe & Rafuse. Kelly D.
Kautz (2002) of Athens, GA, joined the District
Attorney Office in Walton County. Laura K.
Linville (2002) of Atlanta, GA, has associated
with the law firm of Flint & Adler, LLP.
Marilyn L. Morrow (2002) of Decatur, GA, has
associated with the law firm of Weissman,
Nowack, Curry & Wilco, PC. Caroline R.
Nichols (2002) of Jacksonville, FL, has associat-
ed with the law firm of Pappas, Metcalf, Jenks &
Miller, PA. Maria D’Antonio Sayers (2002)
and Thomas B. Sayers (2002) of Savannah,
GA, announced their June 2003 marriage.
Jennifer Sekerka (2002) of Northville, MI, has
associated with the law firm of Kelley, Casey &
Moyer, PC. Rachel S. Shockley (2002) of
Atlanta, GA, has associated with the law firm of
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, LLP.
Patrick H. Smith (2002) of Chamblee, GA, has
associated with the law firm of Tuggle, Duggins
& Meschan, PA, in the tax department. He has
published a second article in The Journal of
Multistate Taxation. Bonnie E. Tinker (2002) of
Alpharetta, GA, joined the Administrative Office
of the Courts of Georgia as deputy council.
Benjamin J. Vinson (2002) of Mobile, AL,
joined the legal staff of the U.S. District Court.
Megan Watkins (2002) of Huntersville, NC,
has associated with the Charlotte office of the
law firm Kilpatrick Stockton, LLP. Kendra L.
Weathington (2002) of Douglasville, GA,
together with her husband Phillip, formed the
general practice firm of Hubbard &
Weathington, LLC. Laura H. Wheaton (2002)
of Statesboro, GA, completed a clerkship with
Judge John F. Nangle and has associated with the
law firm of Edenfield, Cox, Bruce & Classens.
Nathanial C. Wheelwright (2002) of Alexander
Class Notes
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City, AL, has associated with the law firm of
Kenneth Ingram, Jr. & Associates. Rebecca J.
Aubin (2003) of Savannah, GA, has associated
with the law firm of George M. Hubbard, PC.
Jeffery A. Calabrese (2003) and Melissa B.
Farmer (2003) of Birmingham, AL, announced
their marriage on Nov. 1, 2003. Also, Melissa
has associated with the law firm of Whatley
Drake, LLC. Mark B. Carter (2003) of Atlanta,
GA, has associated with the law firm of Powell,
Goldstein, Frazier & Murphy, LLP. Amy M.
Combs (2003) of Athens, GA, has associated
with the law firm of Freeman, Mathis & Gary.
Melissa “Missy” F. Davis (2003) of Atlanta,
GA, has associated with the law firm of Powell,
Goldstein, Frazier & Murphy, LLP. Julia J.
Fisher (2003) of Atlanta, GA, joined Georgia
Legal Services. Kelley L. Gauger (2003) of
Durham, NC, joined the Office of the District
Attorney in Roxboro, NC. Stacey G. Godfrey
(2003) of Cartersville, GA, has associated with
the law firm of Powell, Goldstein, Frazier &
Murphy, LLP. Cynthia D. Hendrix (2003) of
Homerville, GA, joined the Office of the
District Attorney of the Southern Judicial
Circuit. Allison C. Jett (2003) of Atlanta, GA,
has associated with the law firm of Perrie &
Cole, LLC. Megan E. Jones (2003) of Atlanta,
GA, has associated with the law firm of King &
Spalding, LLP. Peter M. Jones (2003) of
Atlanta, GA, has associated with the law firm of
King & Spalding, LLP. Emily B. Keener (2003)
of Woodstock, GA, joined the State Court of
Cobb County as clerk for the Honorable
Melodie H. Clayton. Hooman Khoshnood
(2003) of McDonough, GA, has associated with
the law firm of Clarke & Washington, PC.
Laurie K. Landsittel (2003) of Brunswick, GA,
was named assistant public




Savannah, GA, has associ-
ated with the law firm
Hunter, Maclean, Exley &
Dunn, PC. Eric M. Neely
(2003) of South Boston, MA, joined the
Norfolk District Attorney Office. L. Page Pratt
III (2003) of Winston-Salem, NC, has associat-
ed with the law firm of Handler & Brown,
PLLC. Polly E. Proctor (2003) of Charlotte,
NC, has associated with the law firm of Nelson,
Mullins, Riley & Scarborough, LLC, and has
published an article in the Southwestern
University Law Review. Paige A. Stanley (2003)
of Atlanta, GA, has associated with the law firm
of Powell, Goldstein, Frazier & Murphy, LLP.
Tonya F. Stokes (2003) of Stone Mountain,
GA, has associated with the law firm of Thomas,
Kennedy, Sampson & Patterson in the litigation
department. Christopher M. Thomas (2003) of
Raleigh, NC, has associated with the law firm of
Nelson, Mullins, Riley & Scarborough, LLP. He
coauthored with Professor L. Ray Patterson (now
deceased) an article that appeared in the 50th
anniversary volume of the Journal of the
Copyright Society of the U.S.A. Kristin C.M.
Waller (2003) of Athens, GA, and Anthony E.
Waller (1993) announced their marriage on May
24, 2003, in Santa Claus, IN. Joshua M.
Watkins (2003) of Birmingham, AL, celebrated
with his wife Ann the birth of their daughter,
Emma Catherine, on Oct. 2, 2003. Kevin A.
Woolf (2003) of Atlanta, GA, transferred from







Most people opt for a luxu-
rious vacation to commem-
orate one of life’s major
milestones. However, Rita
Capitan Spalding (J.D.’86)
and Lisa Godbey Wood
(J.D.’90) chose a greater
challenge.
These two St. Simons lawyers
and longtime friends climbed
Mount Kilimanjaro this past
Thanksgiving to celebrate
Wood’s 40th birthday. “Ever
since I heard there was a mountain in Africa with a permanent ice
cap, I’ve wanted to go,” Wood said. Spalding quickly decided to
join in the effort after hearing her friend’s idea, and the two, along
with a physician friend in Atlanta, began planning their adventure.
Neither had extensive hiking experience prior to the trip, and both
spent much time preparing for the climb’s grueling physical
nature. “Seventy-five percent of new climbers suffer side effects
from the reduction in oxygen at the 19,340 foot summit,” Wood
said. “Your body will either acclimate or not, and we were lucky.” 
The 80-mile climb took a total of seven and one-half days to com-
plete. They began the journey in a rainforest oddly resembling
their coastal hometown and then trekked through five distinct cli-
mate zones to reach the sub-zero icecap. 
“The last 1,000 feet were so difficult I wanted to turn away,”
Spalding said. “Lisa’s encouragement and the thought of my 
children helped me make it to the top.”
Reaching the summit was the most rewarding and most difficult
aspect for Wood as well. “I told myself I had only a few more min-
utes to be uncomfortable and the rest of my life to enjoy com-
fort,” she said. 
Woods explained there were many reasons not to go on the trip,
but those reasons really did not amount to anything in the end.
“Each of us only gets a few life-changing experiences, and this was
one for me. I learned how important it is to live in the moment
and to appreciate what you have right now,” she said. 
The trip also left Spalding with a new perspective. “I don’t get
worked up over little things anymore, and I now have a new
confidence to reach my goals,” she said. “I won’t do anything
harder in my lifetime, at least not by choice.”
Spalding and Wood are not waiting for another major milestone to
plan their next adventure. In the next few years they hope to hike
the Incan trails in Peru and climb the highest mountain in Europe.
Wood hopes her twin toddlers will someday climb the mountain
she misses. However, will there be any future Mt. Kilimanjaro
climbs? “Once was enough for me,” Spalding joked.
~Brittany Cox
In white and gray, Lisa Wood
(J.D.’90) and, in red, Rita Spalding
(J.D.’86) relax at the top of Mt.
Kilimanjaro with their tour guides
before beginning their descent. 
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